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3. Punjab Govt's Repression.
Dr. Ansari next moved :—
"This Committee congratulates the people of the Punjab ^ on the gallant way in
which they are facing the arrests and convictions of their leaders and workers,
brutal assaults, including assaults on undertrial prisoners, and the barbarous methods
of repression of the British Government.
"In view of the fact that this terroiism appears to be aimed at crushing the spirit
of the people and in preventing a successful session of the Congress in Lahore, the
only adequate answer that the people ot the Punjab c\n make is to redouble their
efforts to make the forthcoming Congress a complete success to prepare themselves
for the action contemplated in 1930."
In moving the resolution Dr. Ansari reminded the Committee of the arrests and
prosecu'ions particularly of members of the Navajiwan Sabha in the Punjab.
Referring to forced feeding, Dr. Ansari, as a medical man, explained the
processes adopted. Generally, it involved least exertion on the victim and the feeders,
but the Punjab methods would shock the people even of a barbarous country, for
there had come reports of exhaustion and nasal bleeding of the victims.
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy of Calcutta described the conduct of the warders and
also the doctors employed as inhuman.
Mr. Sardul Singh informed the House that Mr. Bhagat Singh was being
forcibly fed by the brute force often men among whom were those sentenced for
murder. Terrorism was behind the action of the Punjab Government, but the
Punjab was behaving in such a way that the Province which came last under British
rule, would be the first to declare independence.
Dr. Mahomed Alam (Lahore) declared that no amount of repression would avail
the Government in their attempts to prevent the holding of the Congress. The
Punjab would be ready to adopt whatever policy it was resolved to be followed
after 1st January.
The resolution was carried.
Pandit Motilal Nehru at this stage adjourned the meeting till the next day inti-
mating that the Working Committee members were still deliberating on the question
of Council policy.
SECOND  DA Y—2 7 TE JULY 1929
4, Withdrawal from Councils.
When the Committee re-assembled on this day Mahatma Gandhi moved a
compromise resolution on the burning ques1 ion of the resignation of Congress party
members from all legislatures in the country, which was eventually carried by ihe
Committee almost new, con, only four members dissenting.
The resolution postponed the decision of the All-India Congress Committee as
regards the complete withdrawal of Swarajists from the central and provincial legis-
latures till the Lahore session of the Congress in the month of December and urged
the necessity of concentrating all national efforts on the preparation of the country
fora campaign of non-violent non-co-operation after December 31, 1929- The reso-
lution at ^the same time gave full liberty to the Congress party in any legislature to
resign their seats meanwhile, if they found it necessary to do so on any vital issue
that might arise hereafter. The following is the text of the resolution ;—
w**In view of the general situation in the country this meeting of the A. I. C. C. is of
opinion that^the time has come when all national  efforts  should be concentrated on
'preparation of the country for a campaign  of non-violent non-co-operation after
mber* J929>and agrees  with  the  Working  Committee  that all  Congress
of the various legislatures, central and provincial, should resign their seats
t to this campaign ; but having regard to the views expressed by a  consi-
Congress members of the legislatures and some members outside them
that the question   of withdrawal from  the   legislatures do
ng Congress at Lahore.
-desires the public in general and the members of the
Df/prepare for complete withdrawal from, legislatures, should
"and from the ist January next.
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